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j SAIAH in the call to faith and re- 
i pentance in the fifty-filth chapter 
ldresses nations as well as individ- 
ls. We are all lifted up as we read 
nd appropriate the inspiring prom- 
“Ho, every one that  thirsteth, 
me ye to the waters, and he that 
th no money; come ye, buy and 


” 
+ 
l. 


“Incline your ear, and come unto 
Me: hear, and your soul shall live; and 
| will make an everlasting covenant 

th you.” 

Every one who believes these prom- 

es of our God is strengthened and 
mmforted in the Christian life, for in 
coming a Christian the admonition 
is been heeded: “Let the wicked 
rsake his way, and the unrighteous 
an his thoughts: and let him return 
nto the Lord, and He will have 
ercy upon him; and to our God, for 
le will abundantly pardon.” 

If we return unto the Lord, the par- 

m, the reconciliation, the salvation 

His work, not ours; not a Pope’s 

ra priest’s. “I, even I, am He that 
lotteth out thy transgressions for 
mine own sake, and will not remem- 

r thy sins,” says the Lord in Isaiah, 


43:25. “Return unto Me, for I have 


1cdeemed thee.” 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The invitation, the pleading of the 
Lord in the fifty-fifth chapter of 
Isaiah is also to nations, “Behold, 
thou shalt call a nation that thou 
knowest not, and nations that knew 
not thee shall run unto thee because 
of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy 
One of Israel.” 

Christians pray more for individ- 
uals—those who are near and dear 
to us, those with whom we mingle and 
associate, and for whom we are asked 
to pray—than for nations; and when 
prayer is offered for the latter, it is 
usually for what is called a heathen 
nation. Very rarely is there public or 
private prayer for a Roman Catholic 
nation. The Christian public is will- 
ing to hear of the idolatry of heathen 
nations, and sympathy is aroused for 
the extension of missionary work 
among them. They are ignorant of 
the true God, they know not Christ 
as the Saviour. But what about the 
Roman Catholic nations? Are there 
more statues, images, pictures and 
idols in the heathen temples than in 
the Roman Catholic churches? The 
names are different, and the image of 
Buddha might not be as artistic as the 
statue of a Roman Catholic saint, but 
from the Bible view they are the same 
—wood, metal or stone. 
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The Great Work in France. 


Every American expects that one 
result of the war in the East will be 
the acceptance of Christianity by 
large masses of the people of Japan, if 
not by the whole nation. But what 
about the war between France and 
the Vatican, the most momentous in 
modern history? When the Italian 
people in the latter half of the nine- 
teenth century attempted to deprive 
the Pope of temporal power and es- 
tablish the government in 
Rome, France, under Napoleon III, 
sent troops to occupy that city and 
protect the Pope. For this a dreadful 
punishment came upon that nation in 
the war with Germany. Now France 
as a Republic, having waited long to 
gather strength, is casting off the 
Papal yoke. 


seat of 


Shall we not pray for 
that country, that, having done such 
a good work in our day, it may seek 
after the righteousness that exalteth 
a nation and turn to the Lord. The 
papacy has been more confounded by 
the action of the French government 
last month than by any event since the 
occupation of Rome by the Italian 


Government. The Lord reigneth. 


A Great Editor. 

At the Quadrennial Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Los Angeles, Cal., last month, the 
Rev. Dr. James M. Buckley was re- 
the New York 
Christian Advocate the seventh time. 
This is the highest honor that could 
be conferred on any man in the Meth- 
odist Church, higher than the office 
of Bishop, to which Dr. Buckley could 
have attained if he desired. As the 


elected editor of 


New York Sun said some time ago, 


Dr. Buckley is the greatest editor in 


the United States. He suffers a loss 


The Converted Catholic. 


for the present in the election of his 
assistant editor, Rev. Dr. S. J. Her- 
ben, as editor of the Epworth Herald, 
the paper which has the largest circu- 
lation in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The former editor, Dr. 
Berry, was elected Bishop on the first 
ballot at Los Angeles; hence it is a 
high tribute to the capacity of Dr. 
Herben to be chosen Bishop Berry’s 
successor. 

Under the circumstances, it is 
especially pleasing to find the follow- 
ing kind notice in the New York 
Christian Advocate May 19, 1904: 

“The volume of THE CONVERTED 
CaTHOLic for 1903 has reached us. It 
is a monthly magazine specially de- 
signated for the conversion of Roman 
Catholics and the enlightenment of 
Protestants regarding the aggres- 
sions of the Roman Church, and has 
entered upon its twenty-first year of 
publication under the direction of the 
Rev. James A. O’Connor, formerly a 
priest of the Roman Catholic Church. 
This year Mr. O’Connor commemo 
rates the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
his work as a Protestant minister and 
evangelist in New York city. THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC contains full 
accounts of the work. It is published 
at Christ’s Mission, the headquarters 
of the movement, No. 142 West 
Twenty-first street, New York. Th 
subscription is $1 a year.” 

So far as press notices by the re- 
ligious papers in all parts of the 
country can indorse and help a publi- 
cation received 
than THE Con- 

But, after all the 
words are said, its success depends 
on the support of its friends. 


no periodical has 
kinder treatment 


VERTED CATHOLIC. 











There are some people who seem 
to regard Roman Catholics as al- 
most, if not quite, beyond the reach 
of the Gospel; while others apparent- 
ly deem them not worth any par- 
ticular effort to bring to a saving 
knowledge of Christ. These good 
folks forget that Wyclif and Huss 
and Luther and Calvin and Knox, 
and all the brilliant lights of the 
Reformation times and the succeed- 
ing years, were converted Catholics. 
\ll those who pushed forward the 
ork begun by Luther and his fore- 
runners had been brought up in the 
Roman Catholic Church, and the 
artyrs of France, England, Hol- 
nd, Spain, Germany, Austria and 
Italy all came out of the Roman 
Church, 

The debt, then, of the Protestant 
people of the United States, Great 
britain, Holland, Germany and 
Scandinavia to converted Catholics is 
beyond computation. To them are 

e all the blessings that make the 
lifferences to-day between Pennsyl- 
vania and Peru, between California 
ind Colombia, between Sweden and 

ain, Britain and Bolivia, between 

rth America and South America. 

e Roman Catholics ought to be 
evangelized; that is, they ought to 
ve the Gospel taken to them or 
t to them, even as the ancestors of 

Protestants of our day were con- 
rted by Gospel preaching and the 
reading of the Bible. The Roman 
Church cannot give them the Gospel, 
cause it does not possess it. So it 
the duty of Protestant Christians to 
their utmost to pay the debt to the 
nighted millions in every Catholic 
country who have no Gospel and no 
Bible. 
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The World’s Debt to Converted Catholics, 
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The Roman Church Leaning on Protestant 
Support. 


Last month the press, secular and 
religious, was filled with notices, con- 
jectures and comments on the break 
between France and the Vatican on a 
purely political issue. 

While Catholic nations and peoples 
are growing weary of the Roman 
Catholic Church and desire to get rid 
of it, it is a strange sign of the times 
—is it not the “latter times”’—that 
Protestant nations are supporting 
and favoring that Church. On this 
subject the New York Independent 
May 19, 1904, says: 


“Extremely curious and interest- 
ing is the contrast just read between 
lrance and Germany in their treat- 
ment of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Catholic France, eldest daughter of 
the Church, is driving the religious 
orders out of the country as relent- 
lessly as the Philippines expelled the 
Spanish friars and forbids them to 
carry on their schools. The Presi- 
dent of this Catholic Republic goes 
to Rome and cannot pay a visit of 
ceremony to the Pope. But the Em- 
peror of Germany, when he goes to 
visit the King of Italy, pays a visit of 
extreme courtesy to the Pope, and is 
most politely received. He goes 
back to Berlin and one by one has 
the Falk laws against the Catholic 
Church repealed, until now there is 
nothing left of them. The Jesuits 
are welcomed back, and the Emperor 
William quite enjoys his trip to 
Canossa. So now the three happiest 
countries for the Catholic religion, 
the three where it has the greatest 
liberty, are Germany, Great Britain 
and the United States, three predom- 
inantly Protestant countries, while 
the three countries in which the 
Catholic Church feels itself the most 
under unwelcome restraint are Italy, 
France and Spain, three Catholic 
countries. Here is a chance for stu- 
dents of freedom of religious thought 
to draw a lesson.” 
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Patriotism in Evangelizing the Catholics, 


One of the greatest dangers con- 
fronting the people and the Govern- 
ment of the United States to-day is 
the growing political and social pow- 
er of the Roman Catholic Church. 
The power of the priests over their 
people is a very substantial reality, 
and every Catholic in the country, be 
he priest or layman, has the Church 
and its interests first in all his 
thoughts—on public question. 
That a few hundreds, or even thou- 
sands, of individual Catholics 
might resent priestly suggestions at 
election time not affect 
facts of the case as a whole. 
sential 


any 


does the 
The es- 
spirit and foundation prin- 
ciples of the Roman Church are in 
direct antagonism to those of our Re- 
public. The one stands for darkness, 
the other for light; one for slavery— 
spiritual and intellectual—the other 
for liberty of faith, liberty of con- 
science, liberty of the press and lib- 
erty of speech; stands for 
despotic temporal power exercised 
over American citizens by an Italian 
priest, and the other for constitu- 
tional government by the will of a 
free majority. 


one 


In the main, the Ro- 
man Catholics of this country will 
vote next November as the priests 
tell them, and the instructions for the 
priests will come from and 
will be dictated, not by considerations 


Rome 


of the welfare of the American peo- 


ple, but by what appear to be the in- 
terests of the Vatican. Cardinal Sa- 
tolli will be busy on this line during 
While 


there are several ways of combating 


his visit here this summer. 


this danger, the most effective is that 
of bringing the Roman Catholic peo- 
ple out of the darkness and bondage 
of their Church into the light of God 
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and the liberty of His children. Nor 
is this so formidable a task as some 
people think.. There is no need to 
quarrel with them as to the errors of 
their Church or the falseness of its 
pretensions. What they need is te 
be brought to Christ Himself, to see 
Him as a Saviour who died for their 
sins once for all, and to accept Him 
as their personal Redeemer. When 
they do that they will read the Bible 
and do their best to walk in the way 
that it points out. They will then soon 
abandon their worship of saints and 
images and they will soon leave off 
their confession of sins to men like 
themselves and doing penance and 
paying for prayers for dead people 
and “spending their money for that 
which is not bread” in so many ways 
And when they become Christians 
they will love liberty and all those 
other good things that have raised 
our nation to its present position and 
will no more be tools in the hands of 
any priest, living either in this coun 
try or in Europe. 


Americans Do Not Kiss Papal Hands. 
Last month some American Catho 
lics in Rome found some difficulty in 
obtaining audience with the Pope 
The reason was that a party of Amer 
icans who were not Catholics ha: 
procured tickets to a private au 
dience and the “good-natured” Pop: 
had received them as any ordinar: 
gentleman would. When the inter 
view was over and the time came fo: 
the visitors to kiss the Pope’s han 
they refrained from paying mor 
homage to him than they would t 
President Roosevelt. The Pope wa 
naturally annoyed because these peo 
ple when they were in Rome did no 
do as some of the Romans do. Th 
best thing for Protestants to do whe 
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they visit Rome is to follow the ex- 
ample of President Loubet o1 France 
ind not take the Pope’s time and 
thought away from his own business, 
which, in these days, is giving him so 
much worry that no doubt he often 
ishes himself back in Venice. When 
he had only to keep one eye on King 
.ictor Emmanuel and the other on 
ype Leo XIIT his life was compara- 
vely easy, but now that his troubles 
th the French Government are 
ily a few among many others, the 
se is very different, and Protestants 
uld not trespass upon him. 





A Shame to English Protestants, 


In strong contrast to this noble ac- 
n of the Americans who refused to 
ss the Pope’s hand was the syco- 
antic prostration at the Papal 
rine of English Protestants last 
mth, among them the Rev. R. J, 
impbell, the successor of the great 
r. Joseph Parker, at the City Tem- 
‘+, London. Papers like the Lon- 
n Christian, the Belfast Witness 
d other Protestant journals, re- 
ked Mr. Campbell for kissing the 
ype’s finger, on which he wore what 
called the “Fisherman’s Ring,” the 
mbol of his office. 





The Lamp and the Trumpet. 


Gideon and his three hundred val- 
it volunteers routed a great many 
the aliens by the judicious use of 
ombination of lamps and trumpets 
a dark night. The spiritual dark- 
ss by which the saints of God are 
rounded to-day is indeed “dark- 
ss that may be felt,” while the 
ritual foes of the community and 
the nation are as numerous and as 
ll equipped and well organized as 
force of Midianites that 
forth to war. 


ever 


vont Each reader of 
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this Magazine who is truly converted, 
possesses at least the light of his 
Christian experience, which he can 
display everywhere and all the time, 
and he also possesses a trumpet with 
which he can make protest against 
the evil he sees all round him and at 
the same time draw the attention of 
all bearers to the 
lamp. 


existence of his 
Each one of Gideon’s three 
hundred displayed his light and blew 
his trumpet just where he happened 
to be, without concerning himself as 
to where the other members of the 
band were located, or even whether 
they were performing their duty or 
not. If all the Lord’s people would 
let their lights shine and blow their 
trumpets all the time—or even only 
half the time—there would be a great 
change in every community. 





The Priest and Education. 

“Rome in Ireland,” by Michael J. 
F. McCarthy, is one of the most tre- 
mendous indictments of priestcraft 
issued. Mr. McCarthy is the 
author of “Priests and People in Ire- 
land” Ireland,” 
books which have had an enormous 
circulation and immense _ influence, 
books to which no reply has ever 


ever 


and “Five Years in 


been attempted, because they are un- 
answerable. In “Rome in Ireland” 
Mr. McCarthy takes up the question 
of education, education controlled by 
the priests, who use their power for 
the benefit of their Church and to the 
injury of the state. 

The book is uniform with his 
other works, that, as the Roman 
Catholic Bishop Henry, of Belfast, 
says, ‘have done so much harm to 
the Roman Catholic Church in Ire- 
land.” “Rome in Ireland,”’ however, 
is issued by the well-known English 
firm of Hodder & Stoughton. The 
price is the same as Mr. McCarthy’s 
other works—$2.00. 









The Converted Catholic 


Christ’s Mission Work. 


Last month a letter came from a 
Roman Catholic priest in New Eng- 
land asking for direction and help to 
leave the Roman Catholic Church and 
withdraw from the priesthood. His 
letter was couched in language that 
gave evidence of a cultivated mind 
and a good heart. After years of 
service in the priesthood he had 
Jearned to detest its practices and re- 
ject the pretensions on which its 
claims rested. But it was the only 
profession he had, and if he gave 
public expression to his sentiments 
the consequences would be so serious 
that he shrank from contemplating 
them. And he is not alone in his 
condition. “There is,’ he 
“among the 


says, 
educated priests an 
under-current of unquiet, and mut- 
terings of rebellion are heard which 
are hourly augmented by hierarchical 
tyranny. There are _ sycophantic 
priests who are strutting about with 


the authority of their ministry and 


their half-trained brains, mouthing 
platitudes whose deductions they gar- 
ble from supposed premises, without 
having the fundamental knowledge of 
the process. 


In such hands decay to 
the Roman Catholic system in this 
country is certain.” 

This priest’s letter was answered 
immediately, and his second letter 
was better even than his first. He 
rejoiced that he could open his heart 
to one who would sympathize with 
him. He could not confide in any per- 
son where he lived, nor could he pub- 
licly associate with Protestants, how- 
ever friendly they might seem to be. 
But he had a strong hope that the 
way would open for him to leave his 
surroundings and become free in ac- 
tion as he is now free in thought. 


A reply was sent to his second let- 
ter encouraging him to perseverance 
in his resolution to leave the Roman 
Church and to come to Christ’s Mis- 
sion, where he would learn to trust 
in the Lord, who careth for all who 
place their trust in Him, and pre- 
pare himself for his future work in 
life. From present indications it is 
probable his work will be in the quiet 
ranks of life. But as Bishop Joyce 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
said when he called at Christ’s Mis- 
sion, last April, to have a South 
American priest received at the Mis- 
sion, “There is no nobler work in our 
country to-day than to help priests 
to suitable employment when the) 
leave the Roman Catholic Churcl 
Many of them,” he added, referring 
to his experience in Italy and South 
America, “are wholly unfitted for re 
ligious work, and having no training 
or skill in any other profession or 
trade, it is true charity to help them 
to such positions as they can fill.” 

As that has been one of the features 
of the work of Christ’s Mission from 
the beginning, the good bishop was 
assured there would be no departure 
from it under the present manage- 
ment. At the same time the first and 
chief object of the Mission is to lead 
men to Christ by presenting Him as 
the Saviour and Friend who will 1 
ceive and succor all who come to 
Him. Catholics need such teaching, 
for they know Him not, nor His 
Gospel, which is the power of God 
unto salvation for all who believe 
Looking back over twenty-five years 
of this work, it is a cause of deep 
thankfulness to God that the simple 
Gospel truths—the foundations of re- 
ligion—that have been taught to the 
priests and people that have come to 
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the Mission have had glorious re- 
The Lord’s Word has not re- 
turned unto Him void, and the prom- 
ise Of Christ that if He be lifted up 
Himself 


sults. 


He would draw men unto 
has been verified. 
A REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 
During the season that has just 
sed one of the attendants at the 
rvices in Christ’s Mission and a 
quent caller on week days, was a 
ing man of much intelligence who 
wed the greatest anxiety to learn 
truth. He was one of the best 
formed Catholics that came to the 
ssion. He is a New Yorker by birth 
| had been an altar boy and a 
mber of various societies in 
rish church. But he was obser- 
nt and independent, and his faith 
the doctrines and practices of the 


his 


man Church was much weakened 
what he heard at Christ’s Mis- 
n. 
Not wishing to give up his church, 
vever, he attended the mission of 
Paulist Fathers to “non-Catho- 
’ which was held in their church 
this city last January. At the close 
ne of the services there he spoke 
me of the priests about the num- 
left the 
man Church, mentioning several 


of Catholics who had 


ests whose names he had seen in 
& CONVERTED CaTHoLic. “They 
all bad men,” said the Paulist in 
“They are devils, and 
given over to all abominations.” 
assured that 
were now much respected minis- 


at anger. 


young man him 
of the Gospel, and as they had 
angels of light while they were 

sts he could not see any justifica- 
for such regarding 

nas the Paulist had uttered. 

he next day after this interview 


language 
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with the Paulist the young man 
called at Christ’s Mission, when the 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Sanderson happened 
to be present, and repeated in all its 
vileness the language the Paulist had 
Dr. Sanderson had probably 
never heard such expressions before. 


used. 


Of course the young man did not he- 
Paulist 
had said, for he continued to come to 


lieve what the mendacious 
Christ’s Mission, and was truly con- 
verted; and as he is intelligent and 
studious, Pastor O'Connor sent him 
to the Moody School at Mount Her- 
mon, Mass., where he is now prepar- 
ing for evangelistic work. 
Se 
Dr. James Chrystal, of Jersey City, 
writes, when renewing his subscrip- 
tion to the Magazine: “I value THE 
CoNVERTED CaTHno tic very highly, 
You 
are doing a noble work for Christ 
and His Church and His people wher- 
goes. God bless and 


strengthen you!” 


and would not be without it. 


ever it 


a at atl _— 


Christ’s Mission Work. 
FORM OF BEQUEST. 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organized 
in the City of New York, the sum of $.. che 
to be applied to the uses and purposes of said Mission, 

All communications can be addressed to 
James A, of the 
Board of Trustees, at the Mission House, 
142 West I'wenty-first St., New York. 


O’Connor, Secretary 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE, 


Specially designed for the enlightenment of 
Roman Catholics and their conversion 
to Evangelical Christianity. 
JAMES A. O'CONNOR, Pus isHer, 
142 West 21st St., New York. 

Subscription, per Year 


Entered at the Post Office, New York, as second- 
class matter. 
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A WORLD CRISIS. 


BY BISHOP HENRY W. 


WARREN, OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 


‘‘Once to every man and nation comes the moment to decide, 
In the strife of Truth with Falsehood, for the good or evil side.” 


France was 
It is com- 
aris by a statue 
of Admiral Coligny, near the de- 
stroyed Tuilleries; he was the first 
victim slain in the massacre of St. 
Bartholomew 


HIS moment for 
August 24, 1572. 
memorated here in P 


when, according to 
Sully, 70,000 and, according to the 
Roman Catholic 
100,000 Frenchmen were slain by 
other Frenchmen for being Protest- 
ant Christians. 


Bishop Perefixe, 


The horrible slaugh- 
ter lasted three days in Paris and 
continued six weeks in different parts 
of the country, Lyons having 1,500 
slain and Rouen 600. 

When Judge Harlan of Alabama 
was here and asked what he 
thought of the country, he said he 
thought it would be a fine country if 
it were managed by Presbyterians. It 
was these same Presbyterians who 


was 


were so bloodily siain. 

It will not be supposed that such 
gigantic have been 
suddenly conceived and executed, or 


that it 


murder could 


suddenly ceased. Consider 
some of its preceding causes and sub- 
sequent events. 

The made a_ great 
bound forward when printing was in- 


human race 
vented and its first product was an 
edition of the Bible in 1450 and a 
Italian 
appeared in 1471, a 
hemian in 1475, a Dutch and a 
French in 1477, a Spanish in 1478. 


second edition in 1462. An 
version 


Bo- 


This ship of God that sails all seas 
and all ages, carried his thoughts and 
blessings to all peoples. As every- 


the Word 


where, the entrance of 


gave light. Men began to feel that 
they were meant to be men and no 
slaves, God’s children and not meré 
chattels. The mind of Europe wa: 
thus prepared to resist that mos 
desperate encroachment on its lib 
erty and on its possible developmen 
in the unwordable outrages that fol 
lowed. 

The following dates will aid in un- 
derstanding the facts that follow: 

1. Jacques Faber’s translation of 
the Bible published in 
1530. 

2. Edict to suppress all printing 
February 26, 1535. 


France in 


3. Massacre on St. Bartholomew’s 
day, August 24, 1572. 

4. La Rochelle besieged till June 
24, 1573. 

5. Holy ‘league formed to extir 
pate Protestants, 1576. 

6. Edict of Nantes issued, Novem 
ber, 1598. 

7. Edict of Nantes revoked, Oc 
tober 22, 1685. 

The sale of indulgences, whereb 
any man was permitted to commit 
the grossest payment o! 
prices according to a grduated scal 
was a most atrocious insult to hu 
man intelligence. 


sins on 


sigamy was on! 
six ducats, and murder within reac 
All wh 
read the Bible revolted against suc 
making it Hence tl 

Men ar 

women who sold or printed it wet 
burned at the stake. As a means 
to this end printing must be sup- 
pressed. As the vicar of Croydon 


of most moderate means. 


sin. 
Bible must be suppressed. 


sasy to 











said publicly: “We must root out 
printing or printing will root out us.” 
THE HUGUENOTS. 
The high religious idea of Calvin 
ok root in France, and in 1555 the 
st church of the Huguenots was 
ganized in Paris. Fifteen com- 
unities were soon after organized. 
‘za says that in 1558 there were 
100,000 Huguenots, one-thirdof them 
longing to the order of the nobles. 
iese people at first were simply 
us, quiet men, of the 
lible, and given to singing the 
This breadth of thought 
ant civil emancipation as_ well. 
iey soon came to be a state within 
the state, 


studious 


palms. 


with an independent con- 


tution, with popular representa- 
n, and frequent deliberative as- 
nblies. They had all the elements 


republicanism, joined with all the 
virtues of religion. France was al- 
ready the leading nation of the world 

the matter of arts and manufac- 
tures. It had the opportunity to be- 
the one republic. An open 
was set before them, and the 
people of strongest intellects and 
best morals were ready to enter it. 

CATHERINE DE MEDICI. 

‘hen began the most diabolic per- 

secutions. Catherine de 


Cc 1e 


door 


Medici, an 
ltvlian woman, niece of the pope, with 
a \lachiavellian genius for intrigue 
an! murder, was wife of Henry II, 
-d 1547, and the evil genius of 
her three who 
succeeded to the throne. A bull was 
issued, and confirmed by an edict of 
king, establishing the inquisition ; 
bu parliament would not enforce it. 
Tvelve hundred prisoners were 
brought without trial at one time ‘to 
Ar boise to be executed in the pres- 
ene: of the king and the ladies of 


sons successively 
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the court. They were hanged or be- 
headed till the headsman was too 
weary to continue his ghastly work, 
and they were tied hand and foot and 
flung into the Loire to drown. 
CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS WAR. 

On March 1, 1563, 1,200 people 
gathered in a large barn at Vassvy 
to hear the word preached. 
hundred armed men burst in 


Two 
upon 
them, and for an hour hacked and 
stabbed till sixty men and women 
were killed and two hundred severe- 
ly wounded. These are but samples 
of what was going on in a somewhat 
less degree all over France. In the 
Bibliotheque Nationale, which I often 
visit, is a 


decree of Charles IX, 
dated September 10, 1563, forbid- 
ding “to print any work or writing 


in rhyme or in prose without the 
previous authorization of our Lord 


the King, under pain of 


being 
hanged or strangled.” 


Such words 
were not meaningless. The religion- 
ists were obliged to unite and fight. 
France was a seething maelstrom of 
civil war. At the 
were barely defeated, 
8,000 men lay dead upon the field. 
Praux says that 1572 was not the 


Dreux, where 


Huguenots 


culminating. horror of the time, but 
that the real St. was 
in 1652, by far the most dolorous 
chapter of French Protestantism. 


Bartholomew 


Peace became a necessity for the 
existence of the French as a nation. 
A treaty was signed in 1570 which 
gave the Protestants liberty of wor- 


_ ship, equality before the law, and 


admission to the universities; and 
four towns, La Montau- 
ban, Cognac and La Charite, were 


given them as pledges of the treaty’s 
being fulfilled. 


Catherine 


Rochelle, 


Medici 


offered her 


de 
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daughter Margaret as wife to Henry 
of Navarre, the leader of the Protest- 
ants. The offer was accepted to dis- 
continue all factions and unite all the 
people. The wedding festivities were 
chosen as the for the most 
atrocious breaking of faith on record. 


time 


The guards of the bridegroom were 
brought into the palace and, at the 
signal for slaughter, they were shot 
or hewn down. I always visit in 
Paris the bell-tower of the Church 
of St. Germain |l’Auxerrois, whence 
the 


sounded. 


signal for the massacre was 
They selected the usual 
call for early morning prayer as the 
signal for the measureless murder. 
The homes of the had 


been all marked in the preceding 


Huguenots 


darkness and the 70,000 to 100,000 
murders made easy. 


A medal was struck in Rome in 


honor of this great victory, with the 
head of Pope Gregory XIII on one 


side 
od 


, and an angel with the cross in 
one hand and a devouring sword in 
the other, with the dead strewn about 
her In the Bibliotheque Na- 
tionale near by 


feet. 
are 200,000 medals. 
But this one is not among them. A 
properly certified copy can be seen 
in the British Museum. 

Did this gigantic crime finish the 
matter, or did truth 
earth rise again? The persecuted 
fed to their guaranteed cities. La 
Rochelle was almost immediately be- 


crushed to 


sieged. After four assaults in a siege 
of six and a half months, in which 
20,000 of the 
peace was negotiated April 24, 1573, 
in which the Protestants had all 
rights assured. In 1576 the Holy 
league was formed to extirpate Lere- 
sy, and’ seven civil wars followed, till 
the death of Catherine de Medici 


assaulters perished,. 


The Converted Catholic. 


in 1588. Henry III, who had broken 
faith with the church party and 
helped to assassinate its leader, 
Henry the Duke of Guise, was as 
sassinated in August of that very 
next year. So perished, all too late, 
the last of that viper brood that had 
crawled up from Italy to blight the 
fairest prospects of the human race. 
Pope Sixtus declared that the action 
of Jacques Clement, the assassin, 
might be compared, as regarded the 
salety of the world, to the incaria 
tion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Henry of Navarre, who had ad 
jured the Protestant faith at the time 
of his wedding, when faced with 
the proposition “the mass, death, or 
the Bastile,” 


St. Bartholomew was going on, be- 


while the massacre of 


came King of France as Henry IV 
He first publicly conformed to the 
Catholic faith in the Cathedral of 
Notre Dame, July 25, 1593. But he 
issued the edict of Nantes in 1598, 
giving the Huguenots, after sixty 
years of most execrable persecution, 
comparative liberty of 
and liberty of worship. 


conscience 
Pope Cle 
ment VIII at once wrote to the king 
that a “decree that gave liberty of 
conscience to all was the most ac 
cursed that ever was made.” 
Comparative peace prevailed. The 
Huguenots were admitted to public 
employment and their children to th 
schools till Henry IV was 
nated by Ravaillac, a lay brother of 
the monastery of St. Bernard in 1610. 
The king had been obliged to be di 
vorced from that Margaret who was 
the pawn of her mother, Catherin 
de Medici, but he married more of 
the same kind, Marie de Medici. 
Under her as regent civil war broke 
out again. The city of St. Jean 


assassi 
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d’Angley was captured, Montauban 
assailed, Rochelle was besieged and 
on October 28, 1628, Richelieu, the 
prime minister, and the king, Louis 
XIII, rode into the surrendered city. 
Between 1657 and 1685, 700 Prot- 
estant churches were destroyed. I 
went to see the site of one of them 
vesterday. In September, 1685, Lou- 
vois reported as the result of his 
iragonades: “So rapidis the progress 
§ conversion that before the end of 
the month 10,000 Protestants will not 
be left in the district of Bordeaux, 
here there were 150,000 on the fif- 
teenth of last month.” What conver- 
on by such loose, rough, cruel, lust- 
il rabble of soldiers meant can easily 
‘ imagined. 
Inexpressible barbarities went on 
till October 22, 1685, when King 
Ouls XIV, in imbecility, revoked 
ie edict of Nantes. This meant the 
ss Of every good in life if they re- 
iained in France, and death or con- 
lemnation to the galleys if they at- 
mpted to leave. This last threat 
vas necesary because, for more than 
century, so many Protestants had 
een trying to get away. The fron- 
lers were patrolled, but they stole 
rough the woods at night; chil- 
iren were put in the panniers of 
ules and covered with hay or vege- 
tables. Men were shipped in baskets 
and barrels to such an extent that 
the holds of vessels about to sail 
vere fumigated with deadly gases that 
me might leave alive. All caught 
attempting to leave were put to death 
r condemned to the galleys. Eng- 
ind had offered them an asylum, and 
x this the Pope excommunicated 
lizabeth, May 15, 1570, and for this 
lany plots were made for her assas- 
nation, and for this the Spanish 
\rmada was launched in 1588. 


England profited incredibly by the 
coming of these Protestants, who 
brought not only high moral char- 
acter, civic virtues, but industrial 
arts. Their coming was almost as 
great a crisis for England as their 
departure by the million was disaster 
for France. The world’s scale turned 
then in favor of free thought, liberty 
of conscience, expanse of trade, and 
dominion over the forces and factors 
of Nature. Poor France! The seed 
sown by royal hands in the sixteenth 
and centuries 
bear abundant harvest in 
thinkable 


seventeenth was to 
the un- 
the close of 
the eighteenth. On August 4, 1477, 
Louis XI brought the Duc of 


Nemours from his iron cage in the 


atrocities in 


Bastile to be beheaded. He com- 


pelled the duke’s children, dressed in 
white, to stand under the scaffold that 
their robes might be saturated with 
their father’s blood. That was seed. 
I often go to the spot where in the 
harvest time one guillotine chopped 
off 2,800 heads. A great fountain 
plays there, but it has not yet washed 
the vision of blood from the mind 
of the beholder. 

The persecutors of the other days 
are complaining that they are being 
persecuted now. Whose ox is gored? 
“The mills of the gods grind slowly, 
but they grind exceeding small.” 


———_>-e—___ 


A Useful Booklet. 


There are still on hand some copies 
of the booklet, “Jesus, the Light of 
the World,” specially designed for 
the conversion of Roman Catholics. 
The author is a Christian business 
man who is intensely interested in 
the cause of Christ and has the deep- 
est sympathy for the spiritual condi- 
tion of the Roman Catholics who do 
not know that Jesus is the Light of 
the World. Two copies of this book- 
let will be send to any address for ten 
cents. Address this office. 





172 


No ‘*Evangelization’’ in the 
Roman Church. 


At the Methodist General Confer- 
ence at Los Angeles last month the 
Hon. Charles B. Love, Chief Justice 
of the Delaware Supreme Court, said 
in regard to the Roman Church and 
the public schools: 

“Are we to gain anything by de- 
nunciation against any other Chris- 
tian body? 

“The Roman Catholic Church has 
done a magnificent work in this coun- 
try. It has taken hold of a class of 
people that perhaps no other form of 
religion could have molded so well for 
the well being of our common land. I 
under 

this 
world that helps to uplift men and 
not pull them down.” 


feel like putting my hands 


every evangelizing agency in 


The Chief Justice’s first sentence 
makes it plain that he knows little of 
the Roman Catholic Church, and his 
second that he 
“work.” <A few plain statements may 


knows less of its 
be of service to others besides him- 
self. 

The Roman Catholic Church is not 
a “Christian body” at all. Its central 
figure is not Christ but the “Virgin 
Mary”; its foundation stone is Peter, 
and not Jesus Christ; its head is not 
the Captain of our Salvation, but a 
mortal fallible man, blasphemously 
claiming to possess an attribute that 
can only pertain to Deity. It nullifies 
the doctrine of the Atonement made 
by Jesus once for all, by substituting 
endless masses offered by men; it sub- 
stitutes salvation by works for salva- 
tion by faith; denying the New Testa- 
ment assertion that Jesus is the one 
Mediator between God and man, it 
thrusts a, host of saints, angels and 
priests between every person who de- 


The Converted Catholic. 


sires to approach God, and the object 
of his prayer. The whole Roman sys- 
tem is made up of pagan practices, 
grafted on to a few corrupted or im- 
perfect doctrines of Christian origin. 

On the second point, the Roman 
Catholic Church has not done any 
“magnificent work” in this country in 
any religious sense. It has, as Miss 
Elder says, “tagged on behind” the 
Protestant communities in the erec 
tion of hospitals, with money begged 
in saloons and dives, and from foolish 
Protestants. So far, however, as real 
personal religious life is concerned, 
it has done nothing at all either for its 
own people or for the nation at large. 
And this for the simple reason that it 
lacks the power. It knows nothing oi 
the real Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
therefore it can neither preach it nor 
live it. 

The Judge is also in error in sup- 
posing that the Church has “taken 
hold of any class of people” outside 
of their own church—in any numbers; 
or that any people at all have been 
“molded” by the priests for the “wel- 
fare of our common land” or any oth 
er land. 

The value of the Roman Church as 
a spiritual and moral instructor of its 
members is shown by the overwhelm- 
ing proportion it furnishes of all the 
inmates of prisons, poorhouses, and 
similar establishments. In this city it 
supplies 75 per cent. of those “detain- 
ed” in these institutions out of less 
than one-third of the population. The 


slums and their inhabitants are large 
ly the products of the rule of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, and in coun- 
tries where the priests have full sway 


are a much larger factor in municipal 
conditions than here. It is quite true 
that the Church “takes hold of” her 
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people, but only to squeeze money out 
of them, and the only molding process 
they undergo at the hands of the 
priests is that of having their votes 
directed towards those candidates 
who are most likely to take their or- 
lers from the priests in political mat- 
ers affecting the city or the State or 
the nation. 

The Rorhan Catholic Church teach- 
es in its canons and decrees that most 
of our essentially American institu- 
ions are evil things, because they are 
Protestant; such as liberty of the 
press, liberty of conscience and uni- 
versal suffrage. Our public school 
system is atheistic and the reading of 
the Bible is mischievous in the ex- 
treme, and our separation between 
Church and State is little short of sac- 
rilegious. Indeed, anything further 
from the spirit of our Constitution 
than the spirit of the Roman Church 
t would be hard to find anywhere. 

No, the Judge is quite mistaken. 
The Roman Catholic Church, as a 
whole, does nothing whatever as an 
‘evangelizing agency”; it cannot, be- 
cause‘it knows not the Gospel itself. 
[t is totally antagonistic to all the 
essential principles upon which our 
government is founded and the insti- 
tutions erected upon those principles. 
[ts sole aim is its own aggrandize- 
ment and the acquisition of social and 
political influence in order to confer 
upon the Pope actual temporal power 
ver the American people. Our na- 
tion has several mighty foes, but none 
nore dangerous, crafty, unscrupulous 
1 absolutely destitute of righteous- 
less or mercy than the Roman Catho- 


lic Church. 
a - 


Romanism and Crime. 
When Archbishop Farley, of this 
city, received from the Pope last year 
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the pallium—the symbol of the Papal 
sanction for the exercise of his min- 
istry—the ceremonies wound up with 
a big dinner, where the priests great- 
ly enjoyed themselves, and many 
speeches were made. One priest, 
says the Christian Observer, of Louis- 
ville, Ky., had for his topic “Our 
Schools,” and in dilating on his sub- 
ject he said: “Protestants are finding 
out that there is a mistake some- 
where in their system of education.” 
Another speaker went into statistics, 
saying: “In the eight months of the 
working of the Children’s Court, 65 
per cent. of the children were Cath- 
olics. In a year, of the 101,000 pris- 
oners in the eight municipal courts, 
70 per cent. were Catholics. Of the 
25,000 confined in the workhouse, 70 
per cent. were Catholics.” And our 
contemporary asks, “Do the Cath- 
olics constitute 70 per cent. of the 
population of New York? We sup- 
pose that not over one-third of the 
people of that city belong to that 
Church.” 

It will thus be seen that the Church 
of Rome, which professes to be the 
only true Church of Christ, makes 
public acknowledgment of its failure 
as an agency for raising the moral 
condition of any community. This 
will be even more apparent when it 
is remembered that th: members of 
the Roman Church do not exceed 
more than one-third of the popula- 
tion of New York; and for less than 
one-third of the inhabitants—and all 
of them members of the most arro- 
gant Church in existence to supply 
70 per cent. of the entire number of 
criminals and paupers from the whole 
city is the most striking evidence pos- 
sible of the real character of that 


Church as a factor in the moral and 
religious life of the community. 





‘the Converted Catholic. 


items of Roman News. 


NO DUTY ON IDOLS. 


Last month the Board of United 
States General Appraisers sustained 
a protest by a Roman Catholic firm 
against the assessment of duty on 


“molded statuary” representing the 
“Stations of the Cross,” imported for 
various churches and religious or- 
ganizations. 
A PIONEER OF ANOTHER ORDER. 

The New York Sun of May 12 an- 
nounced the arrival of the Rev. E. B. 
de Surcy, superior general of the 
Augustinian Fathers of the Assump- 
tion from Rome, to establish a num- 
ber of branch houses of his order in 
this country. No one can blame these 
monks for their energy and enterprise 
in what is the work of their lives. 
But what is hard to understand is the 
apathy of the general public in Prot- 
estant lands as to the invasion of 
their countries by persons who are 
driven out from Roman Catholic coun- 
tries as being enemies of the State. 
And the day will surely come when 
the American people will have cause 
to regret their foolish good-nature in 
this respect. 

THE SPORTING 


BROOKLYN PRIEST. 


received here 
from a subscriber in New Zealand, 

from a New 
Zealand paper in which a Rev. Mc- 
Ginnis, of Brooklyn, denies the facts 
concerning the escapades of the Rev. 
George D. Sander, a Roman Catho- 


A letter has been 


enclosing a cutting 


lic pastor of that city, owing to his 
weakness for good horses and grass 
widows. 

The particulars of the case were 
printed in all the New York papers 
at the time, and what was said in 
THE CONVERTED CaTHOLIc for Janu- 


ary, 1904, was a very brief summary 
of the case, but every word of it was 
true, and our New Zealand friends 


can depend upon the accuracy of our 
statements. 


BETTER WORK FOR NUNS. 


The Pope has given permission for 
700 nuns to go to the seat of war in 
the Far East to serve as nurses. 
Most of these women have been ex- 
pelled from France, and they will 
be more usefully employed in minis- 
tering to the sick and wounded in 
Manchuria than in spreading Roman 
paganism among French children, or 
poisoning the minds of the people 
against the French Republic and its 
institutions. 


TO GET READY FOR NOVEMBER. 


Last month a meeting of all the 
Catholic clubs and societies was held 
under the presidency of Mgr. Mooney 
in the rectory of St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
dral, to arrange for a permanent fed- 
eration of all these bodies. A com- 
mittee was selected to arrange for a 
mass meeting to be held on June 12 
at Carnegie Hall, at which Arch- 
bishop Farley will preside. 


SUICIDE OF A PRIEST. 


Last month at Nada, Texas, the 
Rev. Michael Fitzpatrick, the parish 
priest, shot himself because his vow 
of celibacy prevented his marrying a 
young girl with whom he had fallen 
deeply in love, and he felt that it 
would be dishonorable for him to 
seek release from that vow at the 
hands of the Church. This sad case 
is only one of too many that demon- 
strate the folly as well as the wicked- 
ness of causing young men and wom- 
en to make binding vows that are in 
themselves contrary to the laws of 
nature, before the individuals mak- 
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ing them have had sufficient experi- 
ence of life to permit them to under- 
stand the full meaning of their action. 


ROME “AGIN THE GOVERNMENT.” 


As Rome has always been against 


the republic in France, so in Ireland 
it has always rewarded the far too 
numerous favors of the British Gov- 
ernment with the basest ingratitude. 
Last month an Irish priest who came 
to this country to raise money for 
“the poor Irish Catholics” in one of 
the largest and most thriving cities 
district in Eng- 

selected as the topic 
at the Grand Central 
Palace “Ireland a Nation.” To an 
outside observer it would seem very 
difficult for the priests to get any 
more money out of “Ireland as a 
Nation” than they do 
haps, however, they 


of. “the Potteries” 
land—Hanley 
of a lecture 


Per- 
think that in 
that case they could introduce into 
all the branches of the government 
service there the “graft” system that 
has yielded Tammany Hall (three- 
fourths of the members of which are 
Roman Catholics) such excellent re- 
turns in this country. If so, that 
would form a complete explanation. 


now. 


DIFFICULTIES IN THE PHILIPPINES. 
Mrs. Jansen, an earnest and suc- 
Christian worker in the 
Philippines, in a letter from Cebu, 


says: 


cessful 


other 
places is encouraging. We have sent 
Pablo and his wife to help another 
evangelist, family, 


“The work in Leyte and 


who, with his 
have for some little time been work- 
ing in one of the Province towns. 
They 
where they are is indeed a difficult 


The little band of converts 


much need our prayer, as 
place. 


gathered out from among the perse- 
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cutors in this town seem to be very 
simple-hearted and true in their faith. 
So great is the opposition, through 
the misrepresentations of the priests, 
towards the Gospel in this town that 
our evangelists have many times to 
take off their shoes and socks, and, 
showing the people the soles of their 
feet, convince them that they have 
not fastened a crucifix with the image 
of Christ to the soles of their feet, 
in order to trample Him under foot !’’ 
AMERICAN CATHOLICS 
IAN RULE. 


UNDER ITAL- 

A Roman Catholic lawyer of New 
York, who spent most of last win- 
ter in Rome, on his return last month 
said sOme complimentary things 
about the Pope, and added in refer- 
ence to Cardinal Merry del Val that 
“the interests of the Catholic Church 
in America are safe in his hands.” 
From which we learn that as Car- 
dinal and the American 
archbishops are not equal to the task 
of managing the 


Gibbons 


affairs of the 
Church, an Italian cardinal has to do 
it for them 
Pope. 


on behalf of an Italian 
There are no other American 
citizens in this country who would 
submit to such a state of things for 
an hour. And as if two Italians were 
not enough for this duty, a third— 
Satolli—is coming this month to see 
why the instructions of the Pope 
about the music are not being car- 
ried out more quickly, and to let the 
American hierarchy know who is 
their master, and that they must toe 
the mark whether they like it or not. 

sut Merry del Val seems to have 
a genius for “putting his foot in it.” 
Satolli is more shrewd. He says he 
has come to “tie the knot” 
Miss Maloney of Philadelphia, whose 


father is a millionaire and who gave 


for a 
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Satolli several thousand dollars when 
Sa- 
tolli will also visit several archbish- 
ops and bishops—prospective cardi- 
nals—like Ryan of Philadelphia, Ire- 
land of St. Paul, etc., and to each he 
will promise the red hat, according 
to their liberality. But he will not 
look at anything less than $1,000. 


he was here a few years ago. 


PRESIDENT LOUBET IN ITALY. 

Dr. Alexander Robertson, of Ven- 
ice, author of “The Roman Catholic 
Church in Italy,” writing in the Lon- 
don Christian on the subject of the 
visit of the President of the French 
Republic to the King of Italy, says: 

“For the first time in Italian na- 
tional history, the representative of 
a Catholic nation has set the Pope 
the Vatican at 
President Loubet has now been to 


and defiance; and 
Rome, to visit Victor Emmanuel, the 
king of Italy, and to visit him only. 
This event marks an epoch. It marks 
the Catholic nations, 


and Catholic nations, 


liberation of 
the heads of 
from Papal usurpation and tyranny. 
It is a blow struck in defense of lib- 
that the 
example of Loubet will be followed 
by other Roman Catholic rulers. 

“Tn 


Loubet’s visit, | 


erty. Let us trust noble 


President 
that the 
Vatican organized a conspiracy to 


connection with 


may say 
spoil it. It organized, through the 
strike of all the 
tramway people, and if possible also 
the 
however, got news of it, and let the 
strikers understand that if they tried 


clericals, a great 


cab drivers. The government, 


to carry out the conspiracy it would 
act as it did in the threatened strike 
of railway employes a few years ago 
and bring them under military law. 
Then they would be under the com- 
mand of officers, and any insubordi- 
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nation would be dealt with as it is 
dealt with in the army. Italy is not al- 
lowed to forget that the Pope is the 
antagonist of the king, that the 
Church is the worst enemy Italy has. 

“It cannot be too well realized in 
Protestant countries that the en- 
thusiastic rejoicing in Rome and 
throughout Italy at President Lou- 
bet’s visit, while attributable to a 
sense of renewed friendship with 
France, is so Only to a limited ex- 
tent. Its real, true inwardness is ad- 
miration of the policy France has 
carried out so splendidly, in throwing 
off the Papal yoke, and putting its 
heel on the neck of clericalism. This 
is apparent in the press of Italy, and 
also in the fact that Rome was pla- 
carded with bills 
words, ‘Long live Loubet! 
live France! Long live anti-clerical- 
ism!’ The Vatican newspapers ad- 
mit this, and the Voce della Verita 
has been confiscated by the govern- 
ment because of an improper article 
on the anti-churchism of the king and 
President Loubet.”’ 


exhibiting these 
Long 


Dear Friend :—I wish to thank you 
very heartily for the Magazine you 
sent me. I have read it and find it 
interesting and helpful. It illustrates 
the close adhesion of the Catholic to 
the doctrines of his Church, and the 
sophistries so often the 
priests, who will say or do anything 
to carry their point; and on the other 
side your testimony for Christ is 
stated so clearly that no one can fail 
to see the great difference between 
the adherents of the two faiths, one 
building on a false foundation and the 
other on the true rock. How plainly, 
too, it brings out the all-conquering 


power of the Gospel, the true Chris- 
tian religion. Miss H. A. C. 


used by 
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A New Italian Church. 


In a few years we hope there will 
be many Italian Protestant churches. 
At present there are only a few, the 
Italian congregations generally wor- 
shipping in the lecture rooms of the 
various churches in all our cities. 
The young people who attend the 
public schools are easily gathered in- 
to the American Sunday schools where 
the pastors and missionary workers 
manifest an interest in them. But the 
adults who do not know English very 
well need their own places of meet- 
ing, and we hope the Christians in 
every community will help to provide 
them with suitable church buildings 
where day and evening classes can 
be held as well as preaching. The 
Italian missionaries of all denomina- 
tions are doing excellent work for 
the evangelization of their country- 
men, but their efforts will result in a 
larger ingathering of souls to the 
churches and the development of bet- 
ter citizenship when they have build- 
ings of their own. 

Last November a new Italian Pres- 
byterian church dedicated in 
Pittsburg, Pa., the first one of that 
that The 
church is a commodious building on 


was 


denomination in city. 
Larimer avenue, having a seating ca- 
pacity of 600 persons, and it was filled 
on the day of dedication. The pastor 
of the church, Rev. Thomas Fragale, 
who offered the prayer of dedication, 
received a gold medal and a hand- 
somely bound register of the church 
from the congregation. 

Among the special visitors present 
was Mrs. G. T. Ribetti, who was Miss 
Margaret Buchanan, one of the chief 
factors in the opening of the night 


school from which the church was 
organized, about twelve years ago. 
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Rev. G. T. Ribetti, D.D., her hus- 
band, was the first pastor of the 
church, and presided over the dedica- 
tory exercises. William C. Lilley, 
who has done probably more toward 
the erection of the church than any 
single person, was present and re- 
ceived many thanks from the mem- 
bers for his interest in their church. 

Rev. Richard S. Holmes, D.D., 
LL.D., chairman of the Board of 
Home Missions of the Pittsburg 
Presbytery, was present and made an 
address. Rev. Frank Sneed, D.D., 
pastor of the East Liberty Presbyter- 
ian Church, also spoke, and addresses 
were delivered in Italian by Dr. Ri- 
betti, Rev. T. D. Malan, of*Philadel- 
phia; Rev. A. Billour, of Tarentum, 
and Rev. E. Garron, of McDonald. 

The building is a substantial brick 
structure, almost circular in form, 
with all the modern improvements. 
The Sunday School room is separ- 
ated from the main auditorium by 
sliding doors. The pews are comfort- 
able, and the building is lighted by 
electricity. The corner-stone was 
laid last spring, and the building cost 
about $16,000. 

Mr. Fragale has served the congre- 
gation for four years, and has been 
a powerful factor among his coun- 
trymen of the community. He has 
been teaching his congregation the 
elements of the English language 
week after week, as he has been 
preaching the gospel to them. 


We hope to announce in a short 
time the laying of the corner-stone of 
the new Italian Presbyterian Church 
at Pittston, Pa., in which some of 
the readers of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC are interested. The first 
fifty dollars toward the purchase of 
the site was donated by Miss Julia 
DeWitt, the author of the interest- 
ing story of the mining regions, 
“How He Made His Fortune,” as a 
gift from Christ’s Mission. Miss De- 
Witt also gave fifty copies of her 
book to the Italian congregation, and 
has kindly interested other friends in 
the work. 
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ROMISH RESTRICTIONS ON BIBLE READING UNSCRIPTURAL. 


BY REV. JOSEPH SANDERSON, 


, O prove the unscripturainess of 
Rome's restrictions, it is 
to 


written 
the 


only necessary 
the 


This is 


quote extracts 
Word of 
pre of 


He 


people 


from God. 


line of sug- 


when desired 


His 


of the verity of the predictions, by 


gested by God 


to convince Israel 
their fulfilment in the facts observed. 
His language in Jeremiah XXXIX, 
16, is, “Seek ye out the book of the 
Lord and read. None of these shall 
We have here God’s own 
command the His 
Word. Similar mandates pervade the 
whole written Word of God. It was 


God wrote the 


fail,” etc. 


for reading of 


written to be read. 
ten commandments with His own fin- 
ger on two tables of stone, that they 
might be read to, and read by, the 
Israel, and by all men, 
women and children to the end of 
time. 


children of by 


God, by His servant Moses and his 

directions 
His Word 
should be used by the people. We 
have only space for a few of these in- 


successors, gave special 


again and how 


again, 


structions. 

In Deuteronomy, VI, 6-9, we read: 
“And 
tl 


these words which I command 
ee this day, shall be in thine heart, 
and thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children, and shalt talk of 


them, when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down and 
And thou shalt 


thine 


when thou risest up. 
bind them for a sign upon 
shall be as frontlets 


And thou shalt 


and they 


between thine eyes. 


hands, 


write them upon the posts of thy 
liouse and on thy gates.” 


Similar directions are given in Deu- 


NEW 


XI, 18-23: “Therefore 
shall ye lay up these my words, in 


D.D., L.L.D., YORK CITY. 


teronomy 


vour heart and in your soul, and bind 
for a sign upon your hand, and that 
they may be as frontlets between your 
And ye shall teach them to 
your children, speaking of them when 


cyes. 


thou sittest in thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And thou shalt write them upon the 
doorposts of thine house, and upon 
That your days may be 
multiplied, and the days of your chil- 
dren, in the land which the Lord your 
God strove unto your fathers to give 
it them, as the days of heaven upon 
the earth.” God is very insistent, in 
these instructions, that His people 
should have the right of reading His 
word, and that His word should be 
taught to their children. Every di- 
rection given regarding it, and where 
His word was to be written, and the 
purposes for which it was written, had 
in view the teaching of it, and the 
reading of it, and the studying of it, 
by every member of every household, 
both young and old, both male and 
“The Word of the Lord was 
unto them,” as it is said in Isaiah 
XXVII, 13: “Precept upon precept, 
line upon line, here a little, and there 
a little.” There were no restrictions 
whatever. 


thy gates. 


female. 


In the instructions already quoted, 
God had provided that all His people, 
young and old of all classes, should 
read and meditate upon His word, and 
now He provides for a contingency 
that might occur in their future his- 
If they should choose a king 
to rule over them, then, here are 
Deuter- 


tory. 


God’s instructions to him. 
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onomy XXVII, 18-19: “And it shall 
be when he sitteth upon the throne 
of his kingdom, that he shall write 
him a copy of this law, in a book, out 
of that, which is before the priests 
and Levites, and it shall be with him, 
and he shall read them all the days of 
his life, that he may learn to fear the 
Lord his God to keep all the words 
of this law, and these statutes to do 
them.” Here we learn that it is the 
personal duty of a king, to read and 
study God’s written word. 

In Deuteronomy XXXI, 9-13, we 
learn still more regarding this won- 
derful Book of God. Here it is: 
“Moses wrote the law, and delivered 
it unto the priests, the sons of Levi, 
which bore the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord, and unto all the elders 
of Israel. And Moses 
them, saying: 


commanded 
At the end of every 
seven years, in the solemnity of the 
year of release, in the feasts of taber- 
nacles, when all Israel is come to ap- 
pear before the Lord thy God in the 
place which He shall choose; thou 
shalt read this law before ali Israel 
in their hearing. Gather the people 
together, men, women and cluldren, 
and thy strangers, that are within thy 
gates, that they may hear and that 
they may learn and fear the Lord 
your God, and observe the words of 
this law, and that their children which 
have not known anything, may hear 
and learn to fear the Lord your God, 
as long as ye live in the land whither 
ye go over Jordan to possess it.” 
Here we see again that God desires 
His word to be taught to men, women 
and children, even to the very young- 
est, that had not known anything else. 

But no one, whatever his station, is 
overlooked by God in these instruc- 
tions, about the reading and study of 
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His word. 


To Joshua, the general of 
the hosts of Israel, on his assuming 


command, are these _ instructions 
Joshua I, 8: “The book of 
the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, but thou shalt meditate there- 
on day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is 
written therein.” 


given. 


The faithfulness of 
Joshua in this matter is recorded in 
Joshua VIII, 34-35: ‘Afterwards he 
read all, the blessings and the curs- 
ings, according to all that is written 
in the book of the law. There was not 
a word of all that Moses commanded 
which Joshua read not before all the 
congregation of Israel with the wom- 
en and the little and the 
strangers that were conversant among 
them.” 


ones, 


These words plainly show 
that all, even the women and the little 
children, were to learn the Word of 
God. No restrictions of any kind, 
upon any one, are even hinted at. 

Similar quotations might be made 
from Nehemiah VIII, 1-3, and 2 
Kings, XXIII, 23, where all the peo- 
ple, both small and great, are repre- 
sented as assembled to hear the word 
of God. 

David writes in the first Psalm and 
second the man 
whose delight is in the law of the Lord 
and who meditates on His law day 
and night.” In Psalm CXIX, 9, he 
asks, “Wherewith shall a young man 


verse, “Blessed is 


cleanse his way?” and answers, “By 
taking heed thereto according to Thy 
word.” No young man could mould 
his conduct according to God’s Word 
unless he read and consulted that 
Word frequently. 
David, in Psalms 79, writes: “O, 
how I love thy law. It is my medita- 
tion all the day,” and in Psalm CXIX, 


105: “Thy word is a lamp unto my 
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feet and a light unto my path.” All 
these statements show that David was 
a daily reader of God’s Word, and no 
one had imposed restrictions upon 
him. 

In turning to the New Testament, 
we find that the Saviour in His inter- 
course with the Jews of all classes, 
took it for granted that they were 
readers of God’s Word. 

When the found fault 
with him for permitting his hungry 
disciples to pluck and eat ears of corn 
on the Sabbath day, he met their fault 
finding by asking (Matthew, XII, 3- 
5): “Have ye not read what David 
did when he was an hungered, and 
they that were with him?” 


Pharisees 


“Have 
ye not read in the law, how that on 
the Sabbath days the priests in the 
temple profane the Sabbath and are 
In Matthew XIX, 3-4, 
we find the Pharisees again tempting 


blameless ?” 


Him, and asking, “Is it lawful for a 
nian to put away his wife for every 
cause?” And answer was, 
“Have ye not read, that He who made 
them at the beginning, made them 
male and female?” When the chief 
priests and scribes were displeased be- 


Jesus’ 


cause they heard the children crying 
in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David,” and indignantly asked: 
“Hearest thou not what they say?” 
“Jesus saith unto them, yea. Have 
ye never read, Out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings thou hast per- 
When the Sadducees 
came, carping about the resurrection, 
Jesus Matt. XXII, 31: 
“Have ye not read what was spoken 
unto you by God, etc.?” 


fected praise?” 
answered, 


When Jesus 
spoke to the people of the man who 
planted the vineyard, let it out to hus- 
bandmen, and sent his servants to get 
the fruit at the proper season, and 
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of the bad treatment the servants re- 
ceived, and then the killing of the 
heir, when he was sent, and Jesus 
asks, “What will the iord of the vine- 
yard do to these husbandmen?” and 
answers the question thus—“Have ye 
not read this Scripture, The stone 
which the builders rejected is become 
the head of the corner?” 

It is therefore evident that Jesus 
placed His stamp of approval upon 
the reading of God’s Word by all 
classes of men, and attributed the 
false views, that were entertained by 
some, to their ignorance of the Scrip- 
tures, as He said unto them, Matt. 
XXII, 29: “Ye do err not knowing 
the Scriptures.” The Saviour refuted 
every error, confirmed every state- 
ment, impressed every doctrine by a 
reference to God’s written word. “It 
is written,” “How readest thou?” 
were His constant appeals. This was 
the course pursued by all the early 
Christians. Sacred reading was not 
confined to any human production, 
however excellent. No prayer book, 
breviary or rosary barred their read- 
ing. 

When the prime minister of Can- 
dace, Queen of the Ethiopians, was 
returning from his worship in Jeru- 
salem, and sitting in his chariot, he 
was reading the 53d chapter of Isaiah, 
seeking for the truth, and under the 
teaching of the Apostle Philip became 
a convert to Christianity, and was 
baptized as recorded in Acts VIII, 
27-38. When Paul and Silas arrived 
at Berea, they went into the syna- 
gogue of the Jews and expounded the 
Scriptures, as related in Acts XVII, 
10-12. And recorded, “The 
Bereans received the word with all 
gladness of mind, and searched the 
Scriptures daily whether these things 


it is 
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were so.” They compared the things 
they had heard from Paul and Silas 
with what they read in the Scriptures, 
and finding they corresponded, there- 
fore, “it is recorded, many of them 
believed, also of honorable women, 
which were Greeks, and of men, not a 
few.” 

Paul, in 2 Timothy, III:15, address- 
ing Timothy as his beloved son, 
writes, “From a child thou hast known 
the Scriptures”—showing that he had 
been early taught to read them. The 
Apostle James addresses his epistle 
“to the twelve tribes scattered about,” 
that all might have an opportunity to 
read it. Peter the apostle addresses 
his first letter to the “Strangers scat- 
tered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, and_ Bithynia.” 
Surely there was no one in any one 
of these places who would place an 
interdict on any of these strangers 
reading any portion of this letter, 
even though Peter, in this epistle, 
states, Chap. II, 7-8: “Unto you 
therefore which believe He is preci- 
ous, but unto them which be disobedi- 
ent, the stone which the builders dis- 
allowed, the same is made the head 
stone of the corner, and a stone of 
stumbling and a rock of offense, even 
to them, which stumbled at the word 
being disobedient, 


Asia 


also 
Peter did not 
place a restriction on the reading of 
his epistle because some stumbled at 
the word. 


whereunto 
they were appointed.” 


Peter addresses his second epistle 
“to them who have obtained a like 
precious faith with us.” And it is in 
this epistle that the words occur 
which the Church of Rome has 
erected into a barrier against any one 
reading God’s written word in his 


own language, without leave from 


rsI 


some one authorized by that Church 
to give such permission. 

These words occur in the 15th and 
16th verse of the second chapter of 
this epistle, and are these: “And ac- 
count that the long-suffering of God 
is salvation even as our beloved broth- 
er Paul also, according to the wis- 
dom given unto him, hath written 
unto you, as also in all his epistles 
speaking in them of these things, in 
which are some things hard to be un- 
derstood, which they that are unlearn- 
ed and unstable wrest, as they do also 
the other scriptures, unto their own 
destruction.” 

The Church of Rome asserts that 
unlearned and ignorant persons 
should not be permitted to read the 
Bible in their own language, because 
they cannot understand it, and they 
will only injure themselves by reading 
it. As we shall consider this restric- 
tion based on these words in Peter’s 
letter at another time, we have only 
to remark now that the Church of 
Rome seems to have forgotten that 
Christ promised to send His Holy 
Spirit to lead His followers into all 
truth, a promise which He is always 
ready to fulfil to any and all who ask 
for His enlightening aid in under- 
stand the Scriptures. She also seems 
to have forgotten that when this same 
Peter and John were before the San- 
hedren at Jerusalem, as recorded in 
Acts IX, 13, thy were considered “un- 
learned and ignorant men,” and yet 
these were two of the men who have 
become the teachers of the world. Has 
the Church of Rome forgotten that 
the greatest sages of the world, the 
Bacons, the Newtons, the Keplers, 
the Pascals, 
whom no 


hosts 
can 


and of others, 
number, have 


deemed it their highest privilege, 


man 
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to sit down as little children at the 
feet of these evangelists—the writers 
of the gospels and of the epistles? 
How came this to pass? Only in one 
way. Christ fulfilled His promise and 
sent His Holy Spirit to guide them 
into all truth. And He is ready at 
any time, and at all times, to grant 
the aid of the same Holy Spirit to 
any one and to every one, who is a 
humble and earnest seeker after the 
true meaning of God’s written word, 
and asks for the Spirit’s illuminating 
grace to shed light upon the sacred 
page, and to keep him from wresting 
its precious words. And it should 
never be forgotten that the hearer of 
God's word is as liable to wrest it as 
the reader of it, and it is only God’s 
spirit can prevent the wresting in 
either case, for Paul in II Corinthians, 
II, 15, 16, writes: “For we are unto 
God a sweet Saviour of Christ to them 
that are saved and to them that per- 
ish: To the one we are the Saviour 
of death unto death, and to the other 
the Saviour of life unto life. And who 
is sufficient for these things?” Surely 
there is in all this a lesson for the 
Church of Rome. If God has sent 
His word to all who were the human 
form, and if He has promised to give 
the Holy Spirit who inspired that 
word, to teach it to all who ask for 
His aid, who has a right to stand in 
any degree between that word and any 
human being? The door to it should 
be kept wide open and not even mere- 
ly left ajar. 

How much more Christlike is the 
conduct recommended and encour- 
aged by a promised blessing in the 
words of Revelation I, 3: “Blessed is 
he that readeth, and they that hear 


the words of this prophecy and keep 


The Converted Catholic. 


those things which are written there- 
in—for the time is at hand.” 

When we understand what man 
needs, and what God offers man to 
satisfy that need; how beautiful and 
loving and earnest is God’s invitation 
to man everywhere—an invitation that 
is centered in the heart of God’s Book 
and is also in substance reiterated on 
its last page—“Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money. Come ye, 
buy and eat: Yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and _ without 
price.” “And the Spirit and the Bride 
say, Come. And let him that hear- 
eth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst Come. And whosoever will, 


let him take the waters of life freely.” 
ee 


From Argentina. 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, April 9, 
1904. 

Rev. and Dear Sir: For some 
months past I have been receiving 
regularly a copy of THe CONVERTED 
CatHo.tic. I know not to whom I 
am indebted for this, but would be 
pleased if you would convey to them 
my thanks for their kindness. Ina 
Roman Catholic country such as this 
one requires to be well posted in 
matters that have to do with Rom- 
anism, and it is certainly very kind 
of people to put within our reach the 
knowledge likely to be of great ser- 
vice to us, such as is contained in 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 

Again thanking my unknown don- 
or, as also yourself, I am, yours in the 
Gospel, 

(Rev.) Harry STRACHAN. 

We wish to send the Magazine to 
all missionaries in South America, 
Porto Rico, Cuba, and the Philip- 
pines. 
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The Los Von Rom Movement. 


BY REV. JOHN A. BAIN, IN BELFAST WEEKLY 
WITNESS. 

The Evangelischer Bund has just 
issued its report on the Los von 
Rom for 1904, and this year prom- 
ises to be in advance of any 
since the movement started. 


congregations 


year 
Some 
received more con- 
verts from the Roman Church dur- 
ing the first quarter of this year than 
during the whole of 1903. 
been 
the 


places 


Evangelical services have 
held, first 
Reformation, in 

during past against 
twenty-six in the previous year. In 
1563 the Protestants of Platten were 
driven 


since 
thirty-two 


for the time 


the year, as 


their homes in 
Saxony, and built the little town of 
Johanngeorgenstadt. the 
past minister of 
Johanngeorgenstadt was present at 
the first evangelical service in the 
old home of the ancestors of his con- 
gregation, and as a token of the good 
will of his congregation for the old 
home from which they were long 
ago expelled, brought with him a 
harmonium for the use of the new 
congregation. 


away from 
During 


year the present 


As the public schools are largely 
under clerical influences, and are of- 
ten to proselytize 
children, the 


used Protestant 


Protestants in many 
places feel it necessary to maintain 
schools for their own children. At 
present they maintain ten schools, 
with an attendance of 1,311 children. 
Three of these have 


during the past year. 


been erected 

To pastoral work and the cultiva- 
tion of congregational life 
care has been devoted. 


special 
Familiena- 
bende, social meetings, are frequent, 
at which lectures and addresses are 


given. These addresses deal 


pre- 


dominantly with the life and work of 
Luther and the history and import- 


ance of the Reformation. Sometimes 
the relation of 
Christianity to culture and modern 
thought are discussed. 

The past year has been marked by 
the foundation of several organiza- 


such questions as 


tions for the strengthening of the 
Church or the promotion of its in- 
terests. One of these is the German 
Evangelical Bund for Austria. Its 
object is to bring the blessings of 
the Reformation more and more to 
the Austrian Germans, political af- 
fairs being excluded. This object 
proposes to attain not only by books 
and tracts, and lectures, but also by 
supporting and aiding congregations, 
as done by the Evangelischer Bund 
in Germany. 

Another organization formed last 
year is the Union of Evangelical Pas- 
tors. The Union proposes to help 
the Protestant 
by the 


ministers of Austria 


discusion of present-day 
Church questions, by the improving 
of their scientific and practical educa- 
tion, by defending their legal rights, 
the improvement of their financial 
position, and the establishment of 
beneficent institutions for its mem- 
bers and their relatives. This society 
includes not the German section of 
the Church, but also the Czechs, and 
the Polish pastors of Silesia. Home 
mission work is also being prose- 
cuted vigorously. Under this is in- 
cluded the training and maintenance 
In two districts the 
district councils have installed Prot- 
estant deaconesses in the public hos- 


of deac¢ ynesses. 


pitals instead of nuns as nurses. This 
in a Roman Catholic country is a 
remarkable sign of the time. 
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The number of secessions from the 
Church of Rome to the officially 
recognized Protestant churches dur- 
ing the year was 4,510, making 
28,814 for the five years. Adding the 
conversions to the small Protestant 
churches, and to the Old Catholic 
Church, over 40,000 have left the 
Roman Church since the beginning 
of the movement. In 
around Turn 


the district 
2,000 Roman 
Catholics had, up to the end of last 
year, Protestant. A 
priests have left their Church. 
The Church of Rome has not been 
idle all this time. It has offered the 
most strenuous opposition at every 


over 


become few 


point, and the government officials 
have lent willing help. The priests 
have been interfering in the schools 
in ways that are clearly illegal, and 
sometimes Protestant 
Catholic 


religious instruction. Protestant mar- 


compelling 


children to attend Roman 
riages they frequently denounce as 


concubinage, though this has 


re- 
ceived a slight check by a priest in 
Deutsch-Griffen being sent to jail for 
The 
proselytizing efforts of nuns in hos- 
pitals is notorious, and has resulted 
in their being removed from two hos- 


a fortnight for this offense. 


pitals and their places being filled by 
deaconesses. Frequent attempts are 
made to prevent the burial of Prot- 
the 


Catholics, 


estants in 


same cemeteries as 


Roman and 


many scan- 
dalous scenes have been the result. 
Societies have been organized to deal 
with the situation the movement has 
created. Branches of these sodali- 
ties are founded in every parish to 
draw the strings of clerical despot- 
ism more closely around those who 
might be in danger of “apostacy.” 


The State, too, has often done its 
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best to frustrate the work of 
Protestant churches. Meetings are 
forbidden or interfered with on fri- 
volous pretexts. A minister has been 
fined for giving a Sunday paper to 
those who attended his service, on 
the charge of distributing printed 
matter without official permission. 
The refusal to confirm the appoint- 
ment of ministers has been a special 
grievance. Sometimes after waiting 
for years the confirmation of their 
appointment is refused. It is gen- 
erally in the case of those ministers 
whose work has been most success- 
ful that this occurs. Pastor Klein, 
whose work in Turn has been so re- 
markably blessed, has recently had 
The 
refusal of naturalization is very fre- 
quent in the case of citizens of the 
German empire who have been called 
to Austrian pastorates. But the right 
is given promptly to German priests 
who have been introduced to coun- 
teract the movement. Priests may 
denounce Protestantism to their 
heart’s content and no one interferes 
with them. But if a Protestant says 
anything that can be twisted into a 
denunciation of. Romanism, he is 


the 


to abandon it on this account. 


prosecuted for insulting a religion 
recognized by the State. But in spite 
of all attempts to arrest it the work 
of the Gospel goes on. 


——_-+oe___- 


Bishop Burt, of Rome. 


On May 20, Pius X ceased to be 
the only bishop of Rome, for Dr. 
William Burt, the head of the Metho- 
dist College in that city, was elected 
a bishop by the general conference 
of the M. E. Church at Los Angeles. 

Bishop Burt has already been 
decorated by King Victor Emmanuel 
and his return to his field of duty is 
likely to be signalized by further 
recognition as a bishop. 











The Bible in Italy. 


We receive the following good news 
from an exchange: 

In the Modovi Gazette, an Italian 
paper published in the town of the 
same name, an editorial recently ap- 
peared which has excited much com- 
ment, being written by a Catholic, 
and calling, as it does, for free Bible 
distribution and faithful Bible study 
among his compatriots. This editor 
describes the Christianity of Italy as 
“a mere outward form with nothing 
vital beneath it,” and he deplores the 
fact that nearly all Italians are most 
ignorant of the sacred Scriptures. He 
says that the common people will, as 
a rule, neither buy the Word of God 
nor accept it as a gift, so afraid are 
they of departing from the teachings 
of the past. He gives as an illustra- 
tion of the prevailing ignorance of 
Italians the experience of Professor 
F. de Sanctis, who died in Naples in 
1883, who, lecturing in the university 
upon philosophical topics, bethought 
himself for the first time to read the 
Book of Job. So enraptured did he 
become with the whole contents of the 
Bible that he thenceforth lectured on 
nothing else until his lectures were 
interdicted by the authorities. On 
the occasion of the recent commem- 
oration of Savonarola at Florence, 
Professor Villari, his biographer, up- 
braided the authorities of the king- 
dom for their neglect of a book which 
has done for civilization and 
morals than all the studies embraced 
This 
goes on to commend the 
Bible societies of Protestant lands and 
to show how much the circulation of 
the Bible has done to promote intelli- 


more 


in their accepted curriculum. 
editorial 


gence and civic uprightness where 
freely read. 
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Roman Catholics and the Truth. 


BY MRS. W. D. T., WASHINGTON, IOWA. 


It is impossible to express the 
pleasure with which I read in THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC of efforts put 
forth in behalf of the Kingdom of 
Christ; and see how by the guidance 
of the Spirit of God so many groping 
in spiritual darkness have been 
brought ont into the light of the Gos- 
pel. 

The volume of THe CONVERTED 
CaTHOLIC for 1903 has been put in 
my hands, and I trust that Christ’s 
Mission may be the door by which 
tens of thousands may be delivered 
from the superstition of Rome, and 
from its false doctrines, to the pure 
simplicity of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

I read with much interest the letter 
of the French lady on page to to her 
brother (now a Protestant minister in 
California), and his reply; how she 
believes him lost to Heaven because 
he has left “the only way”—the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 
evidently an educated woman, is so ig- 
norant of the teachings of Christ, 
what must be the condition of the 
millions of Catholics who can neither 
read nor write—nor understand the 
Gospel truths that He died to give to 
a perishing world—and who feel com- 
pelled to obey the commands of those 


If she, who is 


who set themselves up as their spirit- 
ual And here in 
America are there not thousands liv- 


advisers? even 
ing in the same spiritual darkness, 
looking to finite mortal men for the 
forgiveness of their sins—even in the 
hour of death? 

I would that all Roman Catholics 
could know Christ as a very close per- 
sonal Saviour; not a God afar off, but 
as the real Mediator and Intercessor 
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at God’s right hand, where He ever 
liveth to intercede for us, His brethren 
If we love Him and 
are His 
throughout both time and eternity. 


and friends. 


strive to obey Him, we 

In the Saviour’s prayer in John 
XVII He said, “Father, the hour is 
come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son 
amen: 5 8 8 
have glorified thee on the earth. I 
lave finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do. 


also may _ glorify 


Father, glorify thou 
me with the glory which I had with 
Here the 
Redeemer points His disciples back to 


thee before the world was.” 


a period before the creation of the 
world; and yet a mortal fallible Ro- 
man priest sets himself up as the Vicar 
of Christ, to be bowed down to, if not 

But when the Pope dies, 
all his power is gone, and his body 


worshiped. 


crumbles to dust just like that of the 
Not 
He 


burst the bonds of death, and later, 


poorest peasant in his Church. 
so with the eternal Son of God. 


in the presence of His disciples, as- 
cended into the heavens. 

To all Catholics I would 
say that the words of Jesus in the 


Roman 


Bible are God’s sermons and warn- 
ngs and blessings; and that when you 
ead them you are brought spiritually 
your Redeemer. 
When you pray, your individual pray- 
er ascends to the throne of God Him- 


face to face with 


self, who searches all hearts and can- 
not be deceived. And in His sight it 
is a sinful act to prostrate yourself 
before a Catholic priest of any degree 
and ask for pardon for sin from him, 
as all good Catholics must do at some 
time or other. 


What 
read the heart and be sure that a peni- 


finite mortal priest can 


tent is really sincere? Not one. But 


God can read the inmost thoughts and 
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is ever willing to forgive all who truly 
repent. “If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” 

I was once visiting a Catholic fa- 
mily where death was very near one 
who was still in the beauty of youth. 
An older sister brought a crucifix and 
candles into the room and 
placed them on a stand near the bed- 
As she did so, she said to me, 
“This is what scares a Catholic!” I 
remained and heard the priest read 
There was 
no heart prayer offered, and no Gos- 
The sick one passed 
away But the 
true Christian can say, “The Lord is 
my shepherd, I shall not want. . . . 
Yea, though I walk through the val- 
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy 
rod and Thy staff, they comfort me!” 


some 


side. 


his formula of questions. 


pel was read. 
in unconsciousness. 


Or he can also say, like the great 
Luther, as he lay on his couch of 
death: “Heavenly Father, eternal mer- 
ciful God, Thou hast revealed to me 
Thy dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ; 
Him I love 
as my Saviour and Redeemer. Take 
my soul up to Thee! Father into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit!’ and 


Him I have confessed. 


passed peacefully away. 


-_—_ —_ oo e—____—_—— 


Invite the Catholics. 


We hope the Christians who attend 
the conferences of Dr. Gray, Dr. Wil- 
liam J. Erdman, Dr. Pentecost, Dr. 
Chapman, Dr. Munhall and the other 
great evangelists this summer will 
invite their Roman Catholic friends 
to hear those masters in Israel and 
learn the way of God as explained in 
His Word. Intelligent Catholics will 
attend if perseveringly invited. 
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An ‘‘Infallible’’ Teacher. 


In a letter to a New York news- 
paper, “A Catholic” refers to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church as “the living, 
infallible teacher.” It is often asserted 
that that Church is “infallible,” but 
those who say so refrain—and wisely 
—from particulars. “The 
Standard Dictionary” gives as the 
meaning of “infallible”: “exempt 
from fallacy or error of judgment, as 
in Opinion or statement.” So far as 
secular affairs go, that Church has, 
during the centuries, shown abundant 
errors of judgment, leading to seri- 


giving 


ous disaster to its own interests, These 
have been specially prominent since 
the gigantic errors of judgment on 
the part of Pope Leo X in the steps 
taken for getting money for the erec- 
tion of St. Peter’s, in Rome, and the 
manner in which Luther and other re- 
formers were dealt with by the agents 
of the Vatican. The burning of Eng- 
lish Protestants by “Bloody Mary”; 
the Massacre of St. Bartholomew; 
the campaigns of the infamous Alva; 
the dispatch of the Spanish Armada; 
the 
of Scots to plot against Queen Eliza- 


incitement of Mary Queen 
beth; its toleration for many years 
of the state of things in France that 
ended in the French Revolution; its 
share in the conspiracy that led to 
the the 
French fiasco in Mexico ending in 
the death of Maximilian ; and the pro- 
mulgation of the dogma of the Papal 


assassination of Lincoln; 


Infallibility are just a few historical 
instances, taken at random, of blund- 
ers on the part of the Church that 
render it utterly destitute of any claim 
to be “exempt from error of judg- 
ment.” 

It is manifestly to the temporal in- 


terests of the Roman Catholic 
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Church that those countries which 
contribute to its support should be 
wealthy and prosperous, and suffer 
as little as possible from the losses 
and destruction caused by war. Yet 
Spain and Portugal and Italy, which 
were, four hundred years ago, the 
wealthiest and most learned and most 
powerful in Europe, are the 
poorest in every material and intel- 
lectual The Church 
held an almost unbroken ascendancy 


now 


resource. has 
in France for a thousand years, and 
yet this very year the Government, 
supported in Parliament by practically 
the entire nation, drives its religious 
orders out of the country and tears 


down its from all public 
And this not in any sense as 


the result of Protestant propaganda, 


insignia 


places. 


but because the Church has failed to 
maintain the control of practically all 
classes that it possessed as late as 
1870, anyway. The Church, as an in- 
stitution, must have been guilty of 
grave “errors of judgment” to forfeit 
the sway of a whole nation like 
France. 

Of all the nations on earth, Italy 
the the 


From the very beginning of things 


must know Church best. 
the Roman hierarchy has had its seat 
best 
sible. Outside Protestant 
has been far less felt in Italy than in 
Yet in 1870 the nation— 
not merely the King—said to the 


in the strategic position pos- 


influence 
France. 


Pope, “We will not have you to reign 
over us.” Great mistakes must have 


been made somewhere, for the Pa- 


pacy, claiming Divine authority, to 


lose its power and influence over the 
very people that have grown up at 
the very doors of the Vatican. As 
in France and Italy, so in Spain and 


Portugal, though these two countries 
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have not yet spoken in quite such 
loud tones through their govern- 
ments. But that day is not far off. 
The Church at this hour is making 
grievous “errors of judgment” in 
Austria and other parts of Central 
Europe, where the Los von Rom 
movement is carrying thousands of 
people—and their money—away from 
the influence of the priests and bish- 
ops. It was a great mistake for the 
Jesuits (who form a very important 
part of the Church) to meddle with 
politics in Peking and in Japan 250 
years ago, and it is a great mistake 
for the Roman Catholics in China to 
continue to do to-day the very things 
that brought down upon them the 
wrath of the Boxers in 1900—inter- 
fering administration of 
Chinese local officials, and asserting 
the supremacy of their “Emperor of 
Religion” in Rome over the Son of 
Heaven in Peking. And finally the 
Church is guilty of a great error of 
judgment 


with the 


in organizing its socie- 
ties and agencies for interfering in 
the politics—local, State and Nation- 
al—of the United States. It is quite 
true that the American people seem 
very stupidly indifferent to the dan- 
gers threatened at the hands of the 
Church, but they are not all of them 
totally blind on that subject. Several 
times they have astonished prominent 
public characters, such as George III, 
the Dey of Tripoli, Napoleon III, 
Lord Salisbury, and other distin- 
guished diplomats and military and 


naval officers of half a dozen nations; 


it is not only possible but very prob- 


able, that they will yet be the authors 
of some very queer sensations in 
Rome. We shall see what they will 
do with the Mormon Church. It 


will be easier then to form an idea as 


The Converted Catholic. 


to what the agents of the Italian re- 
ligious autocrat will be likely to re- 
ceive. 

—++9———_ 


Rome Not the Church of Christ. 


The following answers an enquirer: 

The Church of Christ to whom the 
Epistles of Paul, and Peter, and 
James, and John were addressed, dif- 
fered from the Roman Catholic 
Church in several important points. 
It had no Pope or “Vicar of Christ ;” 
it had no worship of the Virgin Mary, 
or of saints, or of images; it had no 
confessional, it had no penance; it 
had no vestments for its ministers, 
and it had no priests or other officials 
to stand between the people and God; 
it had no monks or nuns; it had no 
sacrifice of the mass; it had no purga- 
tory; it had no “relics,” although it 
had better opportunities for obtain- 
ing the genuine articles than any suc- 


’ 


ceeding generations ; it had no indul- 
gences, and nobody in it professed to 
be infallible. 

Not resembling in any important 
particular’ the “church founded by 
Christ” and addressed in the writings 
of the apostles, the Roman Catholic 
Church represents a corrupt embodi- 
ment of a few of the non-essential fea- 
tures of Christianity upon which have 
been grafted various pagan supersti- 
tions practices ancient 
Rome, Greece and Asia. The cardinal 
doctrines of the New Testament— 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ for all 
men, once for all; the doctrine of jus- 
tification by faith (not by works) ; and 


and from 


the exaltation of Christ as the only 
Saviour of the race and the only 
Priest and Mediator between God and 
man are practically ignored. 
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FATHER O’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 
XIX 


New York, June, 1904. 

Sir:—On May 27, after an exciting debate in the French Chamber of 
Deputies, the Government was sustained in its action, in recalling M. Nizard, 
Ambassador to the Vatican, by a vote of 427 to 95. This was a great victory 
for Premier Combes, who in the course of his speech in the Chamber which 
produced such splendid results, said the Pope and his advisers, in a docu- 
ment hurtful to France, had denounced to certain European powers the in- 
sult which it alleged the head of the French State had inflicted upon it by re- 
turning, in the undisputed capital of his kingdom, the visit received from the 
King of Italy, and by refusing to admit the claim of the Ultramontanes to 
prerogatives which were untenable. The Government had answered this 
document by immediately recalling the Ambassador to the Vatican. 

“This récall,” continued Premier Combes, “signifies that we cannot allow 
the Pope to interpret the presence of our Ambassador in Rome in a sense 
favorable to his claims or to make use of his presence to justify pretensions 
which we reject. It also means that we will not allow the Papacy to inter- 
meddle in our international relations and that we intend to have done once 
for all with the superannuated fiction of temporal power, which disappeared 
thirty-four years ago.” 

3efore I quote more of this epoch-making speech, Cardinal, I must em- 
phasize that glorious sentence: 

«We will not allow the Papacy to intermeddle in our international 
relations, and we intend to have done, once for all, with the super- 


annuated fiction of temporal power, which disappeared thirty-four 
years ago.”’ 


This is the first time in history that a Catholic nation like France has de- 
clared officially that the temporal power is dead. In the good time, the day 
of the Lord, that is coming, all free peoples will declare also that the spiritual 
power is dead. The Papacy has been an incubus on the progress of Chris- 
tianity, and as the Italian Catholics overturned the temporal power, so Catho- 
lics of every country will destroy it root and branch. But I must let M. 
Combes continue in this speech: 

“Some speakers urge us to denounce the Concordat without delay, but 
such a serious step should be preceded by measures guaranteeing the repub- 
lican state against the political risks which would be entailed by such a radical 
change in its legislation and habits.” 

Premier Combes went on to say that several schemes for ending the 


Concordat were under consideration in committee, and it only remained for 
the Chamber to have the question brought up for consideration immediately 
after the passage of the budget next January. 

A Deputy shouted, “After the holidays?” which the Premier answered 
by saying, “I am as anxious to finish as you.” 

“Seeing how the Concordat is daily observed, or, rather, violated, by the 
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Church,” continued the Premier, “some solution is necessary. We can no 
longer remain in this situation without bringing it to an issue. When the dis- 
cussion comes up I will state the Government’s opinion, but for the moment 
I ask the Chamber to confine its resolution to the measure forming the sub- 
ject of this debate.” 

Foreign Minister Delcassé in his speech retraced the history of the 
question from the spring of 1903, when the Papal Nuncio asked questions con- 
cerning the eventuality of President Loubet visiting Rome, to which M. Del- 
cassé replied that he could not furnish the information. 

Coming to the immediate cause of the rupture, the Minister said that a 
Parisian paper published the text of the Papal note as addressed to other 
powers, W hich was couched in terms of remonstrance, which the French Gov- 
ernment could not accept. The Government’s duty was clear as soon as the 
authenticity of the document had been proved. Three courses were open—to 
grant leave to the Ambassador, to recall him, or to suppress the embassy. 

The first course, said M. Delcassé, seemed inadequate, the third was ex- 
cessive, and so the Government decided on the second. M. Nizard was in 
structed, if he found the note to be authentic, or if an explanation regarding 
it should be refused, that he was to quit Rome immediately. The Ambassa- 
dor notified the Foreign Office that the Papal Secretary of State said that he 
wanted the question put in writing, and that he would answer it in writing. 
Meanwhile M. Delcassé, having obtained proof of the authenticity of the note, 
telegraphed the Ambassador that the Secretary of State’s attitude was equiva- 
lent to a refusal of the desired explanation, and that therefore M. Nizard 
must consider himself recalled. 

‘The Government did what the dignity of the country required and with 
the necessary promptitude,” said M. Delcassé, “and we have right and the 
opinion of the whole world on our side.” 


The dispatches from Rome of the same date, May 27, said the Vatican 
authorities followed closely the debate in the French Chamber of Deputies, 


reports of which were received through special dispatches and taken to the 


Pope by Cardinal Merry del Val, the Papal Secretary of State, and the Pope 


sat up till one o’clock in the morning to learn the news. 


[It was the worst 
news that one in his position could receive. 


France, “the eldest daughter 
of the Church,” to declare that the temporal power was “a superannuated fic- 
tion!” 

The letter to the Catholic powers, which led to this radical action on the 
part of the French Republic, was as follows: 

Text of the Pope’s Protest. 
Rome, April 28, 1904. 

The coming to Rome of M. Loubet, President of the French Republic, to 
pay an official visit to Victor Emmanuel III, was an event of such exceptional 
gravity that the Holy See cannot allow it to pass without calling to it the most 
serious attention of the Government your Excellency represents. It is 
scarcely necessary to point out that it is incumbent on the chiefs of Catholic 
States, bound as such by special bonds to the Supreme Pastor of the Church, 
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to show him greater regard than the sovereigns of non-Catholic States, in so 
far as his dignity, independence, and inalienable rights are concerned. That 
duty, hitherto recognized and observed by all, in spite of the gravest political 
reasons, alliances, or relationship, was all the more incumbent on the Chief 
Magistrate of the French Republic, who, without having any of those special 
motives, presides over a nation united by the closest traditional relations with 
the Roman Pontificate, and enjoys, in virtue of a bi-lateral compact with the 
Holy See, signal privileges, a large representation in.the Sacred College of 
Cardinals, and, consequently, in the government of the universal Church, and 
also exercises by signal favor protection over Roman Catholic interests in 
the East. Therefore if, by coming to do honor in Rome—that is to say, in 
the very seat of the Pontificate, and in the Apostolic Palace itselfi—to him 
who, in defiance of all right, usurps the civil sovereignty and restricts the 
necessary liberty and independence of the Holy See, the chief of any Catholic 
nation commits a grave offense against the Sovereign Pontiff, the offense 
committed by M. Loubet was graver still. The fact that, nevertheless, the 
Papa? Nuncio has remained in Paris ts due solely to very urgent motives of a 
special order and nature. 

The declaration made by M. Delcassé to the French Parliament to the 
effect that this visit implied no hostile intention toward the Holy See cannot 
alter cither its character or its meaning, for the offense is in the act itself, and 
the more so because the Holy See had not neglected to warn the French gov- 
ernment against it. Public opinion, both in France and in Italy, did not 
fail to perceive the offensive character of that visit, intentionally sought by 
the Italian Government with the object of weakening the rights of the Holy 
See, the dignity of which was insulted. The Holy See regards it as its chief 
duty to protect and defend its rights and dignity in the interest of the Catho- 
lics of the whole world. In order that a painful fact should not constitute a 
precedent, the Holy See has found itself obliged to protest against it in the 


strongest and most explicit manner, and the undersigned Cardinal Secretary 
of State, by order of his Holiness, informs your Excellence of it, requesting 
you to bring the contents of the present note to the knowledge of the Govern- 
ment you represent. Cardinal MERRY DEL VAL. 


\ 


In the letter sent to the French Government the sentence which I have 
italicized was omitted, and, when a secular journal published the document, 
the French Ambassador at the Vatican asked whether that published version 
was authentic. To this an evasive answer was given by Cardinal Merry del 
Val, but the Ambassador and the Government of M. Combes at once perceived 
that the Papal Court was living up to its traditional policy of deception, double 
dealing and chicanery. Merry del Val and the Pope said afterwards that they 
did not wish to give offense to France by the threat to withdraw the Nuncio 
from Paris. As the Republic of France, however, could not be threatened 
the French Ministry showed its resentment of the attempt to do so, by break- 
ing off relations. 

The press of the whole world, except of course the Catholic journals, 
could not restrain expressions of satisfaction at the action of the French Gov- 
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ernment, with solemn warnings to the Vatican authorities. Though this letter 
has treated the subject at considerable length, I must give an extract from the 
editorial in the New York Times of May 29, under the heading, “The Papacy 
and the Republic.” 

“One step further and we may hear of his Holiness the Pope sitting at 
the ticker and receiving the detailed reports of great events as the President 
of the United States has been known to do on election night. Nothing brings 
out more vividly the change that has come over the relations of the Church 
than the dispatch recounting the perusal of dispatches from Paris by the Sec- 
retary of State of the Pope, as the debate went on in the Assembly, and his im- 
mediate transmission of their contents to the Pope. Incidents like this make 
the diplomacy of diplomats shrink in comparison with the force exerted by 
public opinion, which even the most august and powerful of rulers, temporal 
or spiritual, instinctively recognize and ultimately respect. 

“Certainly the reports to which the Pope listened on Friday must have re- 
vealed a state of things in the Republic of France of which his recent course 
indicated but a most imperfect understanding. If the sober, candid, and dig- 
nified speech of M. Combes and the equally impressive speech of M. Delcassé 
were fully conveyed to him, the tremendous majority that sustained the Gov- 
ernment in its temperate vet decisive policy must have told the Pope of a public 
sentiment in France such as the Vatican has never before been called upon 
to deal with. 


“Probably what influenced the minds of the members of the French As- 
sembly more than anything in the circular of the Pope to other Powers than 
France was the phrase omitted in the communication to the French Govern- 
ment. That phrase was: “If in spite of all, the Papal Nuncio remains in 
Paris, it is solely on account of grave motives of an altogether special char- 
acter.” This was naturally interpreted in Paris as a lightly veiled threat, and 
not only that, but a threat which had been communicated to other Govern- 
ments. It throws an entirely new light on the withdrawal of the French 
Ambassador from the Vatican. So long as the Vatican has contented itself 
with a protest against the visit of President Loubet to the King of Italy, the 
protest could be treated as impertinent, and could simply be ignored. But 
when it was discovered that the Vatican had informed other Governments 
that this visit would have been met by the withdrawal of the Nuncio from 
Paris had it not been for special reasons, there was nothing to do but to recall 
the French Ambassador.” 

This humiliation of the Papacy by the French Government, following 
the suppression of all the religious orders, is the most significant of contem- 
porary events. The Word of God condemns the papal system, the religion 
of Christ is opposed to it, and now the powers of the world are striking it 
down. It is especially significant that Almighty God has used as His instru- 
ment former Catholics like Premier Combes, men who have come out of 
Rome, to deal that anti-Christian system such a blow. 


Yours truly, James A. O’Connor. 





